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On a late spring evening. a harried yvoung mother, needing a break from her four children, decided
o get away for awhile. Ax she had ne money and since the local movie thearer was closed anmvway,
she wandered into a fenr meeting where she heard o discussion af Daniel 2. The tent's sparse
Sfurnishings included crude wooden benches, sawidfust on the ground, o few lonety chairs on a
platform and o makeshift palpit. The one exception was i reed pump orgin (harmaminm ).
Captivated by what she heard, the mother continwed attending the femi meetings (o hear the
preacher. Her thivd son, bavely xix years old, developed a tremendouws fascination for that reed
ergan.  With its rich basy tomes and multiple sets of reeds, the instrument and its possibilities in-
trigued the boy, On the plano at home he could play, by eqrn, almost anything he heard on the rodio.
When granted permission to try the harmoniem, the litle organ dreamer was ecstatic.  His foy
mrned to frusiration, however, when ke discovered the stool was oo hgh for his shor legs 1o pump
the hellows.  The voung evaneelist’s wife, an enterprising schoo! teacher took nvo Camphbell soup
cans, bored holes in the sides, threaded steings through the holes and attached the cans to the boys
showes. The little would-be organist could now pump the belloswes and play the organ;. And s
began for me what developed inte o life-long career of serious inlerest in organs and organ playing,

uring the early years of the
Seventh-day Adventist
chireh, no musical instr-

ments of any kind were
used i its worship services.  In Tact, i
whas not unial 1877, at the sixth
campmeeting held in Califormia, that @
reed pump organ was first used 10
accompany Adventist singing. Jumes
Edson White secured ils use of no
charge from a San Francisco dealer.
Adl White had 1o do was pay the
transportation charges each way and
permil the dealer to hang a printed
card giving the name of the business
and address on the back of the organ,
which stoml] lowand the asdience.

Apparently some at the meeting

objected 1o the use of instrumental
music in services, How to introduce
the organ to the congregation was the

question. [t stood in o large wooden
hox with the word “organ” printed in
large letters on the side facing the
audbence.

AL the Tirst Morming meetng,
pioneer evangelist Elder J. N,
Loughborough remsd the 150th Psalmin
which the psalmist calls upon his
readers 10 use mstrmental Mmusic in
praising God. As Elder Loughborough
read, ¥ . . . pruise Him with stringed
imstruments amnd” - when be came o
the next word be slawly spelled it oul -
* ‘per-g-i-n-." " Loughborough then
commented that this was what was in
the box there on the platform. Af the
next service later in the day, he said
they would kave the organ unpacked
s0 it could be used 1o pramse God in the
song service, In spite of the previous.
opposition (o the idea, everyvoni soon

i

discovered that the pump orgen mude &
decided improvement in the singing.

few years lmer, in 1881, John

Harvey Kellogg invited a

twenty-one-year-old English-
mian, Edwan E, Barnes, 1o come (o the
United States to become organist of the
Battle Creek Seventh-doy Adventst
Church. By 1385 Bames was the total
music department of Battle Creck
College, His talents while on the
college faculty doubtless attracied
students. In 1892, under the presidency
of WoW. Prescotr, the college bulietin
read,. “A pood oppormunity is given to
studenis to study pipe organ, the
College lutely having purchased an
excellent two- sl organ for this
| music| department.” The charge for
one erm of 20 lessons was 515,
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On June 30, 1892, Edwin Barnes
made his imitial appearnnce as orEanisi
of the First Congregationil Church in
Batile Creek, and by 1894
he 1% reported o have
joined them. Through the
vears, Bames continued
his musical studies. He
made five trips 1o Burope
in arder o improve his
knowledge of prano, voice

wngd drgan.
As o member of the
American College of
Musiciuns, Bames was well known in
Battle Cresk. In 19404, he guest-
conducted both the visiting New York
Symphony and Chicago Symphony
orehestros. On Ogtober 1, TS,
Bumes opened the Congre-
gational Church’s new Austin pipe
organ in recital. Many years laer. this
organ wis purchased for the Seventh-
day Adventists’ Baille Creek Taber-
nache for 33,000
Renovated and
dedicated on
Sabbath, Febroary
17. 1962, it is=till
in use by the
Batile Creek
congeregation,

O years, the

demomination

instilbed only
modest organs
when and where
the need arose.
However, in the
1930°s an unex-
pectad turm of
events ocourred
which influenced
the tvpe of organ
purchased by many churches. Earlier,
during the era of silent movies, a
specific type of organ was developad,
principally through the efforis of

Edwin E,

Raobert Hope-lones, which was
crchestrally onented for performing
popular music o give background

Murnes
mnt.

soundd 1o the silent filims
bemg shown, Rnown as
the theater argan, this type
of instrument glorified
“sound effects” but lecked
a twoinl cohesive ensemble.
Mesw solo stops, Tike the
saxophone and fibia, were
mvented, and the principal
chorus was no longer the
hackbone of the instru-

Full, strident tones of strings

nnd celestes now became prominent,
lhe large number of stops (or the
relatively smadl aumber of ranks, and
slso the “horseshoe” console, gave
the theater organ a chamcteristic look
nd sound.

Moy, with the invention of sodnd
mowvies, thenter organs stood idle o

sold very cheaply,

Li Sierm Universityv).

Fhinking that any
Orgian was an
accepiable oagan,
miamny churches
throwghout the
country ook advan-
tage of these how
Price tgs 1o acguire
theater organs for
their congregaions.
This decision vexed
organists and
legitimate organ
builders, amd ula-
mately, many of the
congregations
themselves became
dissatsiied

For mere tham two decades, this lnrge twe-
muprn] voesllon prgam with pedal hass
wid availnble 1o Balile Creek Callege

andd later Emmanunl Missionory College

glndlemes Fir (heke peacticd moeds.

uch was the

gRperence il

La Sierma
Junior College (now
The collepe

secured o threc-maneal theater organ
from the Wali ismey Studio m Holly-
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woisd and installed it in Hole Memorial
Auditorium about 1939, The organ,

however, with its great wobbly
tremulants. kinurn, saxophone, French
horn, tbias and vox humana becime o
frustration to churchly hymn singing

The La Skerra Uallege thred-mannal
theater argon Trom Walt Disney Stodio
In %44, Hamld Hannum arrived
il Lo Sierma College i cheir s musie
department.  He determiined o prado-
ully chonge the character of the
Disney theater organ’s tone quality, by
making the ensemble more cohesive

and chureh-like, In 1970, the thester

Hursld B, Hanmum

organ wias replaced with o line three-
munwal, HZ-rank Casavian pipe organ
of rich ensemble,
As the “Dean™
orgamisis, Professor Hannum rendersd

of Adventist
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muny memorihle services, among
which were the “organ vespers™ 1o
close Sabhaths, At these times he
pluyed most of the signilicant organ
music. English Professor Hurry M.
Tippett and Mrs. Ethel Hannum
further enriched the programs by
reading literary sclections,

In the meantime, the Lo Sierm
Collegime Church had been buili,
Toakuy it possesses 8 magnificent Tour-
manual, 106-rnk pipe organ built by
the industry dind ingenuity of Donald
Vaughn, church orgamst and mstructor

in crgan ol LSU from 1906 0o 1993,

enldes the theater organs,
= another innovation relative 1o
church organs was brought
phout with the invention of the
Hummomd electronic organ in 1935,
Lavish advertiseiments in e Diapa-
Ser (AN orFgan magazine) prochmed
the grand qgualities of this new instru-
ment. Small in sixe, these new
“electrotones” could be located alnvost
anywhere. They purponied to mtaie
mosl solo organ stops. [t did not seem
i rnatier that the ofgan commuamity
ook Hammaond o count for making
such granditse claims - the clectronic
oroun business wis on s way and
flourishing.
Before long, Hammond organs

wire boing used ol our carmpmeetings,

Audventist congregnlions everywhere
thrilled o their sounds. Hommaond
organs were also mstilled m churches
all pcross the country, mcludimg such
places as the Slign Church in Takoma
Park. Maryland: the okl General
Conference hesdguarnters chapel in
Washington, D. C.; amd the Green
Luke church in Sesttle, Washington.
Electrotones continued to be
developed m both the United States
and Europe. Schools and churches
could now choose from an expanding
number of orean miodels and compa-

mes, moludmg Allens and mumy odhers.
Allen electronic organs are located in
such places as the new General
Cionference headquariers chapel in
silver Spring, Maryhand; Avondale
Ciollepe, Ausiralit {presently beinge
repliced by a Johannus digital elec-
tromic ); Canbbean Union College,
Irimichnd; and Sumyook University,
Seoul. South Korea,

Many Europeasn connines have
alst begun building electronic organs.
The organ at Taiwan Advenlisy
College is a Viscount, from ltaly.
Oither electronics have been pur-
chased by Southeast Asia Linion
College, Singapore; the church adja-
cent o Hong Kong Adventist Hospital;
and the church al Tarwan Adventist
Hospital.

And in the last decade, organs
built by Johannus Orean Company i
Holland have been installed in the
campus churches at Montemorales
University m Mexico, River Plaie
University in Argéntina, and East

Rrazil College. These were dontated
by Orland and Jooan Ogden of Port-

land, Oregon.

or ol least twenty yeurs after

Batile Creek College moved to

Berrien Springs, Michigan, in
19431, the school, renamed Emmanuel
Missionary College (now Andrews
Lmiversity b, furnished " reed organ
and Lirge two-manual vocalion with
pedal bass for organ prsctice.” During
Guy F Wolikall's administration as
president, a three-manual, 49-stop,
nineieen-rank Maoller eleéctro-pneu-
muitic pipe orgin was built for the
chapel, funded in part by the maker
since it wollld be heird on national
broadeasts by the college's mdio ststion,
It was finished on November 20, 1927,
af @ cost to the schoal of 58,506

Bin Summers, director of the
EMLC collepe music department,

=
=t

arnounced that “those desirmg Lo
study will find here a fine opportunity
i becomes versed in the art of orgin
plaving.” Wien the old chapel build-
ing was demolished in 1961, the Moller
organ was sild and removed. In
March, %66, a new 75-mnk Crsavini
pipe organ was completed in AL's
Pioneer Memaorial Church, This was
refurbizhed and expanded o T8 ranks
i 2N .

Additional organs at AL include
two spdller practice pipe organs in the
music building, a tracker-oction and an
electro-pnoenstic, and a Bran Fowler
seventeen-rank, two manusl pipe
organ, installed in the Theological
Seminary chapel in 1995,

Fier ower [hirfy vears, warship services b
ihe Pioneer Memorial Chacch af Androws
Unisersity huve beon enhanced (hroagh
mosie playved on s Cessvan] srgan.

n the Wesi coast, Pacific

Union College, which had

moved from Healdsburg,
Califormi, to Howell Motintaxdn in
nearby Angwin in 1909, acquired its
farst pape organ i 1912, 8 Moy M.
Harris of Los Angeles. Origimally buile



for a church in Van Nuoys, it had 441
pipes and seven stops. At First it was
instalbed in Irwan Hall when the platform
was i the rear against the mouniam
behind the school. In 1917 the chapel
wits turned the opposite direction and
greatly enlurped. so theorgan had o move

The Muarray M, Horels Phpe Organ In
Trwin Hall at Pacific Unlon Collepe

In its new semming, it was gquite
spectacular, with redwood chests, o
gilded Open Diapason and, alter a
Lirme in M= new location, a pecture of
the rich young ruler and Christ that
hung among the display pipes. (This
painting hangs in the narthex of the
present college church,) Staniey
Willinms {representative of the
Agolian-Skinner Organ Company ) wis
the tonal finisher of the ongmal organ,

A 1929-remodelling by the Oliver
Organ Company of Berkeley, Califor-
nia, produced a 27-stop, three-munual
organ, An Echo organ was installed
within the back balcony, but now there
was difficulty in “getting it all 1o-
gether.” In 1946 when Stanley Will-
inms visited the compus, he exclamed,
“Yes, those are my pipes!” Bul when
he heard them plaved, he retracted his
staterment and said they were nol his.
Upon examimation, he discovered that
the mouths of the pipes had all been
cut up 1o make them looder - o fit the
expanded instrument. The result of
the makeover was that they now
emifted guite o “bby™ sound.

In the 1950 a new three-manual
Moller console was installed. - v has
singe been rehuilt to serve the new
Casavant pipe organ in Paalin Hall,
home of the music depaniment. The
pride and joy of PUC, however, is the
four-manoal racker-aclicn pipe organ
built by Rieger of Austria. Omne of the
Finest instrunsents in the denomination
and the largest mecharical sction
organ in the western United Stotes,
the Rieger is adaptable w all styles of
organ music. Del Case, who oversaw

its installation, contmues today as
argun instru.ctor and church organist
at the Collee,

The Rieger tracker-acilon srgan i
the Pucific Union Collepe Church

he first pipe organ st Walla Walla
College wis built by Sam Hanson,
an 1898 church music diploma
eraduate of the school, and six students
in his carpentry class, Incorporsting
pipes and fittings from o mail order
house in Pennsylvania, the newly
completed instrument wis installed in
the school chapel in the spring of 1910,
Designed by George B. Miller
around two manuals he had brought

(]

e

with him when he had come 1o the
campus as music director two years
carlier, the organ was propelled by
water power. In freezing weather, the
wiiter had 10 be thawed before the
imstrument became functional, Some
time later, & two-manal reed organ
with pedals repleced Hanson's organ
in the chapel. Unfortunately, both of
these orguns had benches much oo
high for the students to develop good
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Walla Walla College's Tirsl pipe wrgan
wits muide by the carpemiry class,

pedal technique, The reed organ was
used for student practice as late as
19435,

Margaret Holden Rippey, o 1916
eraduate of WWC, hegun teaching
plano and organ there in 1917, After
leaving the college she settled in
Portlund. Oregon, where shé became
n highly respected musician. She
refurned 1o the campud in 1929 as
guest organist W inaugurate & new
nine-rank, two-manunl Reuter pipe
organ in the church, She sgain played
the inaugural recital for another eight-
rank, two-manual Reuter installed in
1944 in Columbia Auditorium, new
home of the College Church since the
congregation had outgrown its church.
Just before the disastrous fire which
destroved the auditorium in 1978, the
Reuter hud been sold toothe Spokane,
Washington, Central SDA Church

Under the leadership of Melvin
West, chair of the music department,



i new Fine Arts Center was con-
strucied al WWE in 196 and fur-
nished with a X-rank, three-manual
Casgvant, @ three-manual Moller
Artiste, and two smaller practice pipe
oreans. He also oversaw the mstalla-
tion of a 93-rank, three-manual
Cassvant in the College Church

The WWC Fine Arts Upnter Cawnvien! Organ

b first argan in the old church
it Union College in Lincoln,
Mebraska, was G (wo-manisl

pipe organ, Early in the 1950's, it was
rephced with a three-manual Allen
clectronic organ. A new choreh,
completed there in 19749, now has o
trucker-action, throe-manual Rieger
pipe argan. The music building has a
two-mamusl Wicks pipe organ, with
glass shotters, in its H0-seat recital
hall.

he pipe organ al the church in

Southwestern Adventist College

tnow Southwestermn Adventist
Liniversity) in Keene, Texas, was
purchased in June, 1972 from o
Baptist church in Boston, Ordginally
instiilled there in 189K, the organ, bailt
by Hutchings-Votey, was rebailt in
1962, Weighing 12 tons, the dis-
mantled organ was moved (o0 Keene
o large moving van, where after being
assembled in the church by a crew of
vilumeers, I was dedicated Decem-

lﬂ m u| ul I ui

HH 'H'“'I'" II'I Il

The Bleper iruckor-actian orgon
wl Union Callege

beer 15, 1973, Originally installed with
the pipes behind the congregation and
the console in front, this awkwird
arrangement made coordination of
the instrument with the choir and
congregation diffieult, This was
cinmecied when the pipes were
moved o the chancel in 1989, After
pdditional modifications were com-
pleted in 1993, it was rededicated as
the Clarence W, Dorich Memorial
Chrgan

tlantic Uinion College’s first

notable pipe organ was a

three-manual Moller, installed
in Machban Auditoriwm m 1956, A
smiall two-mansal Schifcker tracker-
ichion organ was placed in the men's
dormitory i 1959 and, in 1992,
another racker-aclion  sevenicen-
ramk, fifteen-stop, two-manual 1, W,
Walker was imstalled in the new
college church.

“akwood College has had a
mix ol electronic and pipe
A OrEAns O 1ts campus during

itz 103 years of existence. Currently
the primary instrument is o new

=

Rogers Trallium 967 | 32-stop, three-
munual digital electronic in the
college church. It hox a consale that
is midi-compatible, one that will also
be able (o access future planned
ndditions of actual pipes.

variety of pipe organs have

been used by Adventis

l;:]mri:hu:- in the Wishington,
DC In 1951 a rebuilt pipe
(OF 2 w:l]:l good tonal design replaced
the Hammond electromic organ in the
aligo Church in Takemn Park, Mary-
land. MNine years later, an Aeolinn
skinner organ (three-manual, 26-
rink) was installed in the chapel of
Columbia Hall on the campas of
adjoming Columbia Union College. A
calamitous fire on February 19, 1970,
beveled the building and took the
organ with i,

In 1953 the Takoma Park
Church purchased an Emnest M
Skinner four-manual, 42-rank organ
from Town Hall in New York City, but
it did ot fulfill expectations - espe-
clally after o damaging fire, The nexi
organ, installed by the E. H. Holloway
Cirgan Company, later needed to be
renavaled. Capital Memorial Church
has had a two-manual, eighteen-rank
schante orgin since 1963 - o which
three mutation ranks have been
added.

Isewhizre across the United

States, several other pipe

organg have been installed in
Adventist churches, A significant
threc-mamual Zimmer pipe organ is
situated in the church adjacent (o
Porter Hospital in Denver. - Every-
thing has been done 0 make this 3
majer concert instrument in the city.
And the new church at Ketering
College, (dhia, wis, with its slaie floor,
planned arcund the new Casavand, In
addition 1o effectively augmenting



church services, it was anticipated
that the 89-runk pipe organ would
attract concert artists,

The Casavant installed {in two
phases) in Loma Linda Uiniversity
Church in 1971 was almost the
largest one built ot the time. 1t has
127 runks, lour manuals, und 835
speaking stops.

Another significant mstallation
wits that of u Rieger m the Sunnyside
Church in Portland, Oregon, in 1985,

n April, 1986, Southern College

(v Southern Adventist Lim-

versity ), in Collegedale, Tennes.
see, opencd the lurgest tracker-action
organ built in North America. It
domminates the front facude of the
church and has elicited much imerest
in the organ community at large, both
in the United States and Borope.

Recalling the lines of organ

building during the High Barogue, John
Brombawgh built this missive organ
with 108 ranks. Designed o play
exclusive music, the orgun has been
used in o series of concerts by
European artists. Indeed, in the wirid-
wide Adventist church, there s nothing
to compare with this remarkable organ

“Nutside of the United States,
( ) pipe organs have had Hike
" representation in Adventist
institutions and churches, However,
after foreign students have stuchied in
the United States, many have gone
buck to their homelinds and encour-
aged organ study. A European-built
pipe organ fumishes many students
with lessons at Japan Missionary
College., Other pipe organs are 1o be
fosvind i Hiroshima High Scfool and
Tokyo Central Church.

In Burope itself, pipe organs ane
located at Newhaold College, England;
at Collonges-sous-Saleve, France (a
six-stop Silbermann); in Wetzingen,

The Brombaugh [rscker-aetlon ormgon sl
Santhern Adventist University

Switzerland (two-manual )y in Lyon

{one-mamusl) and Paris, France; and in

Frankfun , Germany (s small two-
Al
In mearby Canada, o 45-runk.,

three-manwal Casavant installation was

completed in the Canadian Union
College University church in 1997, i
replaced o pipe organ that had been
orginally built in the 1920's for the
Lrniversity of Wisconsm. renovited by
the Wicks Orgun Company i the
19500, ond then  purchased ond
installed by CUC in 197 1.

hat @ hentuge of orgins

played by dedicated

organists has heen passed
down to present-day Adventist musi-
pinns, The Charch, along with ity
copcational matnuions, fias rn e
eamil from the small hanmmonium, t©
the pedal vocalion, 1o the theater pipe
organ, 10 the electronic instruments
{electrotones) . and finally to the
ultimate - the pipe organ - for the best

by

classic reproduction.  These instru-
ments have required siendy, unrelent-
ing vigilnpoe to mainiain and sepport
them, whether pipe or electronic. As
the music pours from them, 1 must
exclaim with Paol: “But thanks be to
God, who alwuys leads us in trium-
phal procession in Christ and through
us spreads everywhere the fragrance
of the knowledge of Him. For we are
fo G the aromi oF Chiriss among
those who are being saved and those
whao are perishing.”

[l Corinthians 2: 14, 15, NIV

Reprimed from an armche i the
Spring 1991 issue of Adventis Herimnge
with permisslon from La Sierma Linteersaly
Upikaied by Dum Shuliz, in consultation
with the writer, Warnon Becker
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