SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
HYMNODY

A CHRONOLOGY

The following is a selective lsting of hyvmn-relmed musical events and noveworthy hymmals and songbooks in
English produced by or for the Adventist church from 1843 10 the present. They are extracted from o more detailed
listing, “Stgnificant Mileposts in Seventh-day Adventist Hymnady, "availablé from the Adventist Heritage Center in
the Amdrews University James White Library, Many of the kymnals and song books listed below were on dixplay

Sabbath afternaon of the hvmn fextval weekend,
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Ad o Millerite meeiing held in Lachfield Plains, Maine,
evangelist James White, begins his meeting by dramatically
marching down the center nisle beating time on his Bible
and singing, “You will see your Lord a-coming, You will
see your Lord n-coming, You will see your Lord a-coming,
in a few more days,”

White claimed that singing m this manner could “hold
nearly a thousand persons in almost breathless silemnce.”
He continued 1o say there was great power in Advent
singing in those days. "l seemed o me that not a hand or
fioot moved im all the crowd before mae Gl bud Tingshed all
the words of this lemgthy melody, Many wept and the
state of feeling was most favorable for the introduction of
the arave subject for the cveming,
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James White publishes the first hymnal, the first book of

any kind of the Sabbath-keeping Adventists, fourleen years
before the official organization of the Seventh-day

Adventist Church, 1t was tited, Hymns for God's Pecu- e
liar Peaple, That Keep the Commandments of Ged and

the Faith of Jesus, and was drawn extensively from the
Millennial Harp, or Second Advent Hymns, both pub-

lished by Joshus V. Himes in 1842, 1843, and 1848,
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Hvmas for Second Advent Bellevers Who Observe the
Sabbath of the Lord, commonly called Advenr  and
Sabbath Hymns, is published. This hymnal includes Annie

SJAMES WHITE

James White, ulong with his wife. Ellen, wias a key person in the development and
growth of the Seveath-day Adventist Church, While he is best known for his abilities as
mn organizer, publicist, writer and editor, preacher, and Bible student, be was also inter-
ested in musie, doc in part to the fact that his father was a teacher of vocal music,

He led out in early efforts 1o produce song books for o peaple who would become
Seventh-diy Adventists und kept up with trends in Amenican church music, owning "~
personal copies of the most recent hymnals, In spite of the breadth of his interests and
many commitments, White single-handedly edited and published four hymnals und five
supplements between 1849 and 1863,

(1821-1891)













